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Cost of Child Care

In Madison, Wisconsin it costs

$945

per month for daycare.

20%

With an average monthly income of $4,367, over
of a family’s
income goes towards child care. And that’s if they just have one kid.
A family of four has to make $6,271 per
month to have a decent quality of life.
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This is how much the average household
actually makes.

$4,000

This is the local limit for getting federal
child care assistance through the Child
Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG).
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CCDBG is the main source of federal funding for child care.
However, despite a rise in need, Congress hasn’t increased its budget
since 2002, leaving many low- and medium-income parents with no
child care assistance.
But this isn’t just a local issue, it’s a national problem.

In

31

states, child care costs more than college.
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Washington, DC
Massachusetts
New York
Minnesota
Maryland
Connecticut
Colorado
Rhode Island
Illinois
Washington
New Hampshire
Hawaii
California
New Jersey
Wisconsin
Oregon
Kansas
Pennsylvania
Alaska
Vermont
Nevada
Virginia
Michigan
Maine
Wyoming
Iowa
Arizona
North Carolina
Nebraska
Delaware
Montana
Missouri
Texas
Florida
Indiana
Utah
North Dakota
West Virginia
Ohio
Oklahoma
New Mexico
Georgia
Idaho
South Carolina
Kentucky
Arkansas
Tennessee
Louisiana
South Dakota
Alabama
Mississippi

States (including D.C.) where the yearly cost of child care is more than
one year of in-state tuition and fees at a public four-year college.
In Idaho, where child care
is relatively cheap at
$6,483 per year, it’s still
over 14% of the median
state income.
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Washington, D.C. has the
highest cost of care at
$21,948, a whopping
33% of median income.

Oklahoma has a universal
pre-K program, but the
cost of child care for an
infant is over 17% of the
state median income.
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It’s extremely expensive to send your kid to daycare, and American families are
mostly on their own. We provide free public education to everyone starting in
kindergarten. Shouldn’t we start sooner?

High-quality childcare is important for kids.
Investing in young children is key to their development.

Cognitive

Social

Emotional

Studies show that children who go to high-quality daycare are

less likely to
go to jail.

less likely to need
remedial education.

more likely to
go to college.

High-quality childcare is important for women.
Better access to child care keeps women
in the workforce. One study found that women
made $3,000 more per year when their kids were
in full-time, year-round childcare. Improving
mothers’ employment rates and incomes has a
positive ripple effect on the kids, too.

High-quality childcare is important for the economy.
Investing in our children now pays dividends later.
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$8.60 of benefits for
the American
economy later

There is a massive societal payoff to investing in early childhood care. Kids who
receive high-quality child care grow up to earn more money (and pay more in
taxes). They have lower health care expenses and are less likely to go to jail. They
make more money, the American government spends less on supporting them
as adults. Everyone wins.

"It’s time we stop treating child care
as a side issue, or a women’s issue,
and treat it like the national economic
priority that it is for all of us."
President Barack Obama
State of the Union, January 21, 2015

(imagine the United States with free, public child care for all...)
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